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as they were made: for new pleasures and new places soon dissolve this ill-cemented connection; and then very ill uses are made of these rash confidences. Bear your part, however, in young companies; nay, excel if you can in all the social and convivial joy and festivity that become youth. Trust them with your love-tales, if you please, but keep your serious views secret. Trust those only to some tried friend more experienced than yourself, and who, being in a different walk of life from you, is not likely to become your rival; for I would not advise you to depend so much upon the heroic virtue of mankind as to hope or believe that your competitor will ever be your friend, as to the object of that competition.
These are reserves and cautions very necessary to have, but very imprudent to show; the volto sdolto should accompany them.
DEAR BOY,
GREAT talents and great virtues (if you should have them) will procure you the respect and the admiration of mankind; hut it is the lesser talents, the leniores iwrtutes, which must procure you their love and affection. The former, unassisted and unadorned by the latter, will extort praise; but will at the same time excite both fear and envy; two sentiments absolutely incompatible with love and affection*
Ceesar had all the great vices, and Cato all the great virtues that men could have. But Csesar had the leniores vvrtuies which Cato wanted; and which made him beloved even by his enemies, and gained him the hearts of mankind in spite of their reason ;